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[O] R Hanina agreed to be appointed third in line. 


[P] Said R. Hanina, “I have had the merit of living a long life. I do 
not know whether it was because of that incident, or because 
when I would come up from Tiberias to Sepphoris, I would 
take the long way about to go and greet R. Simeon b. Halputa 
in Ein Tinah.” 


[II:7 A] Samuel and members of the household of Shila would 
greet the patriarch every day. The members of the house of 
Shila went in first and sat down first. 


[B] They paid honor to Samuel and sat him down in front. 


[C] Then Rab came there, and Samuel paid him honor and sat 
him down before [himself]. 


[D] The members of the house of Shila said, “We have always 
been second.” 


[E] Samuel agreed to be seated third in line. 
Three scrolls did they find in the Temple courtyard. 


These were the Maon-scroll [“Dwelling”], the Zaatuti -scroll [“Little 
ones’’], and the He- scroll. 


In one of these scrolls they found it written, “The eternal God is your 
dwelling place (maon)” (Deut. 33:27: “The eternal God is your 
dwelling place, and underneath are the everlasting arms. And he thrust 
out the enemy before you, and said, ‘Destroy’”’). 


And in two of the scrolls it was written, “The eternal God is your 
dwelling place” (meonah). 


They confirmed the reading found in the two and abrogated the other. 


In one of them they found written, “They sent the little ones of the 
people of Israel” (Ex. 24:5: “And he sent young men of the people of 
Israel, who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed peace offerings of 
oxen to the Lord’). 


.And in the two it was written, “They sent young men....” 
They confirmed the two and abrogated the other. 


In one of them they found written, “He [he written in the feminine 
spelling] nine times, and in two, they found it written that way eleven 
times.” 


